Testimony Meeting: 24 October 2018

True Fatherhood

These readings are from the Bible and Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary
Baker Eddy.

The hymns are from the Christian Science Hymnal, & Hymnal Supplement 2017 © The
Christian Science Publishing Society

Hymns 472 Father, You are very near us
473 Father-Mother God.
263 Only God can bring us gladness.

THE BIBLE

Gen 1:27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created
he them.

Ex. 20:12
Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.

Prov. 3:11-14

My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. §Happy is the man that
findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

Prov. 22:28-29
Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set. Seest thou a man diligent in his
business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

ITim. 1:1-2

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ,
which is our hope; Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

I Tim. 2:1 (exhort), 3, 4

exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men; For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.




I Tim. 4:8 (bodily)
bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life
that now i1s, and of that which 1s to come.

I Tim. 6:20-21

Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith.
Grace be with thee.

I Tim. 6:6-8 (godliness), 10-12

godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we
can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

Luke 15:11-13,20-31

A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion
of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the
son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to
be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us
eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they
began to be merry.

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and
dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said unto
him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe
and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him.

And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at
any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my
friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast
killed for him the fatted calf.

And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

James 1:27
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world

Ps. 68:5-6 (to Ist ;)
A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, 1s God in his holy habitation. God setteth the
solitary in families:

Phil. 4:19 (my)
my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.



SCIENCE & HEALTH

SH 31. 4

Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: "Call no man your father upon the earth: for one is
your Father, which is in heaven." Again he asked: "Who is my mother, and who are my brethren,"
implying that it is they who do the will of his Father. We have no record of his calling any man by the
name of father. He recognized Spirit, God, as the only creator, and therefore as the Father of all.

SH 63:5

In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry. His
origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material conditions prior
to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is his Father, and
Life is the law of his being.

SH 302:14

Continuing our definition of man, let us remember that harmonious and immortal man has existed
forever, and is always beyond and above the mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence as
existent in matter.

The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or Mind,
of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being, and because this real man is governed by
Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.

SH 517:8-10

The ideal man corresponds to creation, to intelligence, and to Truth. The ideal woman corresponds to
Life and to Love.

In divine Science, we have not as much authority for considering God masculine, as we have for
considering Him feminine, for Love imparts the clearest idea of Deity.

SH 215:12. 22.

Whatever is governed by God, is never for an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence
and Life.

With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense. Every quality and condition of
mortality is lost, swallowed up in immortality. Mortal man is the antipode of immortal man in

origin, in existence, and in his relation to God.

SH 285:7-11
What, then, is the material personality which suffers, sins, and dies? It is not man, the image and

likeness of God, but man's counterfeit, the inverted likeness, the unlikeness called sin, sickness, and
death.

SH 512:8-9
Spirit is symbolized by strength, presence, and power, and also by holy thoughts, winged with Love.

SH 302:26
Man's true consciousness is in the mental, not in any bodily or personal likeness to Spirit. Indeed, the
body presents no proper likeness of divinity, though mortal sense would fain have us so believe.

SH 323:24 The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and Love, robs the grave of
victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys mortality.



SH 285:17

The time has come for a finite conception of the infinite and of a material body as the seat of Mind to
give place to a diviner sense of intelligence and its manifestations, — to the better understanding that
Science gives of the Supreme Being, or divine Principle, and idea.

SH 62:20—24 (to ;) We must not attribute more and more intelligence to matter, but less and less, if
we would be wise and healthy. The divine Mind, which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the
human body, even as it clothes the lily;

SH 203:13
Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught but God, and so
makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in truth.

SH 14:25-28, 31—3

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing spiritual
understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth.

“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.” So spake Jesus.

SH 494:10-14

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that
Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time,
since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.

SH 507: 3—7
Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus tenderly
expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. Spirit names and blesses all.

SH 519: 7—11
Thus the ideas of God in universal being are complete and forever expressed, for Science reveals
infinity and the fatherhood and motherhood of Love.

SH 566: 1—9

As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing and flowing
tides of human fear,--- as they were lead through the wilderness, walking wearily through the great
desert of human hopes, and anticipating the promised joy, --- so shall the spiritual idea guide all right
desires in their passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense of existence to the spiritual, up to
the glory prepared for them who love God.

SH 562: 3—7
As Elias presented the idea of the fatherhood of God, which Jesus afterwards manifested, so the
Revelator completed this figure with woman, typifying the spiritual idea of God’s motherhood.

SH 16: 26—27 Our Father which art in heaven,
Our Father-Mother, God, all harmonious.




